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TIGER TRACKS 

A year of social and academic learning is off to a promising start as we implement the system and school-wide focus on 
literacy and climate. During Bullying Prevention Week, all students and staff engaged in our first advisory period that 
focused on the topic, Kindness Matters. This year, students will not take the measurement of Academic Progress (MAP) 
assessment; however, each student will take content based assessments to measure their achievement in each of their 
classes. Please contact the school testing coordinator, Mrs. Moses, your child’s counselor, or your child’s teacher for 
additional questions.  
 
The grade level team leaders and assistant principals also hosted our first quarter Hallway Party incentive to reward the 
students who consistently followed our P.O.U.N.C.E. Code of Conduct. Our goal is to have 100% participation in these special 
events. We will continue to recognize and celebrate the students who are coming to school each and every day on time and 
for consistently displaying positive behavior; as well as provide consequences for students who are not making positive 
choices. The various content departments hosted several events: Parent Oral History Information Night, Magnet Showcase, 
Literacy Night and the Fall Arts Expo. In this publication, please enjoy visual representations of some of the events, including 
the Cross Country Running competitions that enriched our students’ educational experience and to enhance our school-
family partnerships.  
 
Southwest Area Education Advisory Council (SWEAC) The Education Advisory Council of Baltimore County is made up five 
area councils and serves a unique and important role in our school system. Recognizing the essential role parents and 
community members play in supporting our public school system, the Advisory Council was established in 1972. Since that 
time, the Advisory Council members have served as both informed advisors to the Board of Education and as liaisons to the 
communities they represent. As informed advisors to the Board, the Advisory Council provides the Board with community 
input and advises the Board about concerns and issues. The information comes directly from you—the parents and 
community members the Council represents—and it helps the Board conduct business in a manner that is sensitive to the 
needs of our children in the context of their communities. The next meeting topic is ESOL. The meeting will be held on 
Monday, December 17th at 6:30 at Southwest Academy. 
https://www.bcps.org/community/edu_advisory_council/Southwest.html 
 
 The week of November 12-16, many families visited our school in honor of American Education Week. Based on the survey, 
the families enjoyed their visits: American Education Week Glows: Parent Responses to: What did you enjoy most about your 
visit?  

"Hearing good reviews and getting to know my daughter’s teachers." "Faculty and staff were very helpful in assisting me to find 
classrooms. Great job; wonderful folks." "The engagement the teachers showed with the students." "I was greeted by the office 
staff, teachers and the principal. They all made me feel welcome." "That teachers are willing to help." "EVERYTHING!" 

https://www.bcps.org/community/edu_advisory_council/Southwest.html
https://www.bcps.org/community/edu_advisory_council/Southwest.html
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6th Grade Highlights 
Darius Smith, Assistant Principal 

7th Grade Highlights 
Teddy Welzant, Assistant Principal  

 

 

11/29 – Advisory period during Homeroom 

11/28 – Quarter 1 Awards Assembly  

1/30 – Quarter 2 Incentive 

2/13 – Quarter 2 Awards Assembly  

11/29 – Advisory period during Homeroom 

11/27 – Quarter 1 Awards Assembly  

1/29 – Quarter 2 Incentive 

2/12 – Quarter 2 Awards Assembly  

Incentive Criteria for participation 
is as follows: 

No more than 3 minor incidents 
No administrative referrals 

No suspensions 
No more than 3 unexcused 

absences 
Must have ID badge 

 

Incentive Criteria for 
participation is as 

follows: 
No more than 3 minor 

incidents 
No administrative 

referrals 
No suspensions 
No more than 3 

unexcused absences 
Must have ID badge 

 

In the beginning of the school year, 
students signed an AVID contract vowing to 
maintain at least a 2.0 grade point average in all 
classes. CONGRATULATIONS to the 
following students who not only met this goal, 
but were able to exceed this expectation and 
received Certificates of Excellence in Mrs. 
Eden's 7th grade AVID class. These students are 
encouraged to keep up the good work and strive 
for continuous academic success as they prepare 
for College level courses upon high school 
graduation.  As second quarter approaches, 
more students are expected to be a part of this 
list. 
 

M. Fair     T. Dubose 
I.Jaced     U. Syed 
L. Amar    M. Cook 
L. Mack Rouse    K. Womack 
O. Kolade    H. Thrift 
D. Adagbedu    C. Pham 
S. Parker    C. Hill 
S. Rheman    J. Gee 
R. Rafiqzadah    S. Banks 
S. Tehreem    A. Durrani 
T. Reynolds III    A. Bajwah 
M. Khan    C. Marinez 
A. Guessaier    S. Begum 
L. Guevara-Rodriguez   V. Amato 
J. Escalante-Torres 
J. Zamora Aguilar 
  

Keep up the great work 7th graders! 
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DEPARTMENT HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Message from Mr. Bleser, 8th grade Team Leader: 

“One can only be in control of their own actions, not the actions of others.  Choose love, 
kindness, and patience.” -Unknown 

Sometimes the easiest way to solve a problem is to stop participating in the problem.  
Focus strictly on your own actions.  When every student does this, it’s a beautiful thing and 
greatness can be achieved in the classroom.  Keep on POUNCE-ing!  

Incentive Criteria for participation is as follows: 
No more than 3 minor incidents 

No administrative referrals 
No suspensions 

No more than 3 unexcused absences 
Must have ID badge 

 

 

 

 

8th Grade News…  

 

 

11/29 – Advisory period during Homeroom 

11/30 – Quarter 1 Awards Assembly  

1/31 – Quarter 2 Incentive 

2/14 – Quarter 2 Awards Assembly  

On Wednesday, November 14, 2018 SWA held Literacy Night 
2018. Our theme was Oh My Word! Idioms and Word Plays. So 
many students, parents, and teachers came out for a fun-filled 
night. Teachers dressed up as their favorite idiom, and students 
spent the school day and the evening guessing what the idioms 
were for raffle tickets. Students and parents also participated in 
various stations: brain teasers, Pictionary, poetry, word match, 
bookmarks, and focus notes. At the end of the evening we had a 
drawing and two students went home with gift cards to Barnes 
and Noble.  
Students should continue to work towards success on their 
Performance Based Assessment (PBA) and Periodic Assessment 
achievement in their Language Arts classes, and i-Ready success 
in Reading Class. Looking forward, students are beginning the 
second quarter really strong. Students are encouraged to keep up 
with not only the reading assigned as homework in their 
Language Arts and/or Reading classes, but also to read 
independent choice novels. The school library as well as the 
public library is stocked full of books to appeal to every reader, 
no matter their interest. Reading is the KEY to learning.  

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS CORNER 
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DEPARTMENT HIGHLIGHTS 
 

MATHEMATICS 

 
 

A real–life activity that you can do 
with your child. 

 
On the move - Sharpen math skill 
on trips.  Use even short trips 
around town for learning 
experiences.  For example, at the 
gas station, ask your child how 
much gas you needed and the cost 
per gallon.  On the highway, ask 
children to read the signs and 
check the different speed limits.  
Then ask them to watch the 
speedometer readings and notice 
how fast or slow the car is going.  
Have your children estimate 
distances between cities and check 
the estimates on a map. Excerpt 
from Parent Power. 

 
 

 

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

There are a lot of exciting things happening in the Physical Education 
Department.  The first quarter was full of dynamic activities that many 
students truly enjoyed.  The Fitness Gram helped identify areas that 
students scored well in and areas that need improvement.  Our focus is 
simple and powerful, “Healthy hearts and minds.”  Our goal is to improve 
every student’s physical fitness.  This begins with the heart.  We work to 
improve cardiovascular fitness everyday through a variety of exercises and 
running activities, such as, the X-drill, Figure 8, and the obstacle course.  
The new SWA Physical Education uniforms are fantastic.  Not only do they 
look great, the uniforms help us quickly identify students currently in PE, 
which increases safety for everyone.   The second quarter has already 
started off with a bang.  The students with Health the first quarter are 
transitioning to Physical Education and that brings even more excitement to 
each class. 

Southwest Academy has one of the best middle school athletics programs 
in Baltimore County.  Badminton and Cross Country were a huge success 
during the first quarter.  The basketball program begins on November 15th.  
Tryouts for the Boys and Girls Basketball Teams were held on November 
15th, 16th, and 20th. In March we will offer three sports for students.  Those 
sports are Track and Field, Tennis and Allied Softball.  In order to 
participate in any sport in Baltimore County students must turn in a 
completed Athletic Permit Form and a Completed Pre-Participation 
Physical Form.  Those forms are available through the Physical Education 
Department at Southwest Academy.  We are very excited about the 
upcoming Basketball season.  Yes, we will have home games this year!  
The schedule will be available soon.   

 

FINE & DIGITAL ARTS 

At Our Fall Arts Expo, students had the amazing opportunity to work with 
local artist David Friedheim, see his work, create, and play! Having a local 
artist in our school was awesome for students & parents alike! 
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SCIENCE 

 
6th Grade Science Classes 
create Model Ecosystems and 
were able to witness how 
humans make an impact our 
ecosystem.  

 
6th Grade Magnet Students 
were able to learn about 
Applied Chemistry as they 
made ice cream!

 

7th Grade Science Classes 
created solar ovens and had 
the opportunity to test out heat 
transfer as they created 
s’mores! (Not Pictured)

 

 
November 1st – 8th grade 
students attended the 
Maryland Science Center and 
had a wonderful time learning 
through hands-on experiences! 

 

 

  

VISITOR PROTOCOL 

The safety of our students, staff, and 
visitors is a top priority for all of us at 
Southwest Academy.  You can help us! 

Please be sure to follow these important 
steps when entering and exiting our 
school: 

• Each visitor to our school must be 
screened at the entry door 
individually. 

• Do not open or hold open a door for 
anyone else.  You are not being 
rude! 

• Pull/Push the front door closed upon 
entry or exit. 

• Report directly to the main office 
upon entry and show your 
identification. 

• Check out in the main office before 
exiting the building. 

• Please remind your children not to 
open the door for anyone. 

Thank you for your continued support of 
your student and of Southwest Academy. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NHD Project Theme: “Triumph & Tragedy in History” 

 

Part Description Type of Assignment Value Due Date 
Topic Proposal/Parent 
Signature 

Choose your topic to 
research. Explain how it 
fits the theme and why 
you chose it.  
Go to Thinkport.org/tps 

Homework 10 Teacher discretion  
 

Primary Vs. Secondary 
Practice 

Practice sourcing and 
validating primary and 
secondary. 
(Video link)  

Classwork 20 Teacher discretion  
 

Research(Students Must 
complete this portion at 
home under parental 
supervision) 

Source information and 
take notes from your 
sources. 
 
Inquiry Kit (History 
Day Starter Kit) 
Video link  

Classwork/ 
Homework 

20  Teacher discretion  
 

Thesis Statement(I will 
introduce/practice this 
in class)  

Topic paragraph and 
overview of your 
project. 
Go to Thinkport.org/tps 

Project  20 Points Teacher discretion 

Annotated Bibliography 
(I will 
introduce/practice this 
in class) 

Complete a list of 
sources and explain how 
each was used. 
Go to Thinkport.org/tps 
(Plagiarism Module 8-
See resources) 

Project   20Points December 14, 20  
 

Process Paper 
 

Reflection explanation 
about how you 
completed your project. 
(Go to 
Thinkport.org/tps) 

Project  20 Points January 4, 2019 

Final Project Performance, Website, 
Exhibit Board, or 
Documentary of 
research 

Project 50 Points January 7, 2019 

Presentation 2-3 minute presentation 
of their explorer in 
class. 

Classwork 10 Points January 7, 2019 

Peer Evaluation Give praises, questions, 
and polishes to peer 
presentations. 

Classwork N/A January 7, 2019 

January 17th 2019 SWA History Night N/A Congratulations to those 
that make it to our 
History Night 

January 17, 2019 

We want to thank all parents and school community for supporting our Social Studies program. We’ve been busy planning 
field trips outside and managing to create field trip experiences within the building. We are looking forward to an even 
better semester teaching your child about World History and about U.S. History. 

We wanted to take the time to remind you of several upcoming due dates and the point values associated with the National 
History Day project.  Below you will find a chart that outlines the different parts/activities that are an integral part of 
completing this year’s National History Day project.  Please encourage your child to be mindful of the due dates and to 
continue working hard at home towards the completion of the project.   
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SOCIAL STUDIES CONTINUED 

  Projects will be presented to the class.  The best projects will be submitted and required to attend the Southwest Academy 
History Night. Those exceptional will be entered to compete at the Baltimore County History Day.  If successful, students 
can then proceed to Maryland History Day and then to National History Day. 

Please take a look at the padlet that we are using in the department to help students complete the History Day assignments.  
The password to the padlet is SWA#1. 

https://padlet.com/iterny/nleg988rvf67 

Sincerely, 

The SWA Social Studies Team 

 

WORLD LANGUAGE 

The World Languages department is providing students the opportunity to use the target language in order 
to solve Real World Scenarios. This type of problem solving makes the language learning engaging and 
relevant to students. 

AVID 

AVID is promoting a culture of College and Career Readiness by preparing students for success through 
the tutorial process. Students are able to collaboratively learn and study together. 

THANK YOU FOR 
ATTENDING! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

12/5 – Muffins with MOM 
@7:15AM 

1/8 - Spelling Bee @ 6PM 

 

 

https://padlet.com/iterny/nleg988rvf67
https://padlet.com/iterny/nleg988rvf67
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SEPTEMBER OCTOBER 

Ms. Thomas (98.6%) Ms. McMahon (99.3%) 

Ms. Humphries (98.4%) Mrs. Walker (98.9%) 

Ms. Brajevich (98.4%) Ms. Thomas (98.5%) 

Mr. Lawton (98.4%) Mr. Tyler (98.5%) 

Quarter 1 

on Film  

Homeroom Attendance Winners! 
Attendance exceeds 95% 
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